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CITY-COUNTY SPECIAL RESOLUTION NO.         , 2010 

 
A SPECIAL RESOLUTION recognizing Teresa Middleton for being the 2010 winner of the 3

rd
 Annual 

Kenneth and Geraldine Gell Poetry Prize. 
 
 WHEREAS, Teresa Middleton graduated from Butler University, and received her Master’s Degree in 
English from the University of Indianapolis.  She is a Greenwood resident and English teacher at Ben 
Davis University High School; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Middleton has taught English and creative writing in Indiana Schools for over 20 
years.  Her first book of poems, “Core and Seed” was published in 2001 by Magner Publishers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, for this prize, Ms. Middleton submitted a full-length-book manuscript entitled “Junk DNA: 
A Collection of Sonnets”, and won the 2010 prize over 205 other poets who submitted book-length 
manuscripts of poetry; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Teresa Middleton was inspired to write “Junk DNA” after attending an Associated Writing 
Programs (AWP) workshop in Vancouver.  She was motivated to experiment with the sonnet form, 
because the sequences in DNA function much like language and represent “everything, everybody and 
every idea that’s come before you”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Middleton’s collection contains ten strands of ten connected sonnets; each of ten 
strands of sonnets has a general subject, such as men, women, music, places and inventions, and each 
strand contains ten connected and titled sonnets; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Gell Poetry Prize is awarded annually for an as-yet-unpublished book of poems of 
exceptional quality; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the winning poet receives a $1,000 honorarium; a residency at The Gell Center, which is 
a Writers & Books retreat center in New York’s Finger Lakes Region; and the publishing of the entry; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ms. Middleton was quoted as stating that “a book of poems is like building a snow fort, 
one snowball at a time,” she said that she just let the process guide her; now, therefore: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY-COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS AND OF MARION COUNTY, INDIANA: 

 
SECTION 1.  The Indianapolis City-County Council proudly recognizes Teresa Middleton as the winner of 
the Gell Poetry Prize for 2010. 
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SECTION 2.  The Council congratulates Ms. Middleton on this great accomplishment and wishes her 
continued success in all future endeavors. 
 
SECTION 3.  The Mayor is invited to join in this resolution by affixing his signature hereto. 
 
SECTION 4.  This resolution shall be in full force and effect upon adoption and compliance with IC 36-3-
4-14. 

 
 
The foregoing was passed by the City-County Council this _____ day of __________, 2010, at _____ 
p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 _____________________________________  
 Ryan Vaughn 
 President, City-County Council 
____________________________________ 
Melissa Thompson 
Clerk, City-County Council 
 
Presented by me to the Mayor this _____ day of ____________, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 _____________________________________ 
 Melissa Thompson 
 Clerk, City-County Council 
 
Approved and signed by me this _____ day of ____________, 2010. 
 
 ____________________________________ 
 Gregory A. Ballard, Mayor 
 
 


